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IN THE CLAIMS: / 

/ /I / ^ 

Please CANCEL claims 1-5 and 1 1-23, without prejudice or disclaimer, as these claims 

are withdrawn from consideration. 

Moreover, please CANCEL claims 6, 7 and 9, without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please AMEND the claims and ADD new claims as indicated below: 



1. (CANCetED) 

2. (CANCp^ED) 

3. (CANC^ED) 

4. (CANCELED) 

5. (CANCELLED) 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (CANCELED) 





J 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An optical communication apparatus corn^p^ng: 
optical modulating means for modulating input light in accordance with ajp<5auIation 
/signal to be transmitted; and 

^ regulating means for regulating the intensity of light which is transmitted through an 
optical transmission line from said optical modulation means, wh^iwi said regulating means is 
an optical attenuating means for attenuating the intensity ofji^t entered to an input port of said 
optical modulating means in accordance with the intensity Df said modulation signal. 

y 

9. (CANCELED) 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDEE^) An optical communication apparatus comprising: 
optical modulating means f^miodulating input light In accordance with a modulation 

signal to be transmitted; and 

regulating means for p^gulating the intensity of light which is transmitted through an 
optical transmission line fpc^m said optical modulation means, wherein said regulating means is 
an optical attenuating nfeans for attenuating the intensity of light exit from an output port of said 
optical modulating n^ans in accordance with the intensity of said modulation signal. 




CEL^D) 

(canoIled) 
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13. (CANCELfeD) 

14. (CANCELED) 

15. (CANCElJeD) 

16. (CANCEIJED) 

17. (CANCEIiED) 

18. (CANCELED) 

19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CANCELED) 

21. (CANCELED) 

22. (CANCEUED) 

23. (CANCELED) 



I^^^Rease ADD the followini NEW cla^msJ^ 



24. (NEW) Ar 
an optical modula 

transmitted; and 

a regulator reguia 

transmission line from th€ 



:ing intensity of light which is transmitted through an optical 
optical modulator, wherein the regulator is an optical attenuator 
attenuating intensity of lidht entered to an input port of the optical modulator in accordance with 
intensity of the modulation signal. 



25. (NEW) Ar 
an optical modula 
transmitted; and 

a regulator reguia 
transmission line from th(j 
attenuating intensity of lie ht 
with intensity of the modulation 



and 



26. (NEW) Ar 
an optical modula 

an attenuator atte 



optical communication apparatus comprising; 
:or modulating input light in accordance with a modulation signal to be 



optical communication apparatus comprising: 
or modulating input light in accordance with a modulation signal to be 

ing intensity of light which is transmitted through an optical 
optical modulator, wherein the regulator is an optical attenuator 
exited from an output port of the optical modulator in accordance 
signal. 



apparatus comprising: 

or modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal; 
luating intensity of the input light in accordance with intensity of the 
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modulation signal. 

27. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 26. wherein, when the Intensity of 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
input light so that ASE is not output from the modulator. 

28. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 26, wherein, when the inteiisity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
input light so that unmodulated Input light is not output from the modujator. 

29. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordslhce with a modulation signal; 

and 

means for attenuating intensity of the input light in a6cordance with Intensity of the 
modulation signal. 

30. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 
an optical modulator modulating an input li^t In accordance with a modulation signal, to 

thereby output a modulated light; and / 

an attenuator attenuating intensity of the modulated light output from the optical 
modulator in accordance with Intensity of the^modulation signal. 

31 . (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 30. wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predeterrj^fined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
modulated output light so that ASE i/not output from the modulator to a downstream 
transmission line. 

32. (NEW) An appa^tus as In claim 30, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal Is below a predetermined level, the attenuator attenuates the intensity of the 
modulated output light so th^t unmodulated input light is not output from the modulator to a 
downstream transmissioivline. 

33. (NEW)/An apparatus comprising: 
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an optical modulator modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation signal, 
thereby output a modulated light; and 

means for attenuating intensity of the modulated light output from the optical m^ulator 
in accordance with intensity of the modulation signal. 

34. (NEW) A method comprising: 

optically modulating an input light in accordance with a modulation s|^nal; and 
attenuating intensity of the input light in accordance with intensities the modulation 

signal. 

35. (NEW) A method as in claim 34, wherein, when th^ intensity of the modulation 
signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of the input light 
so that ASE is not output from said optically modulating. 

36. (NEW) An apparatus as in claim 34, whdrein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is below a predetermined level, saj/attenuating attenuates the intensity of 
the input light so that unmodulated input light is n^r output from said optically modulating. 

37. (NEW) A method comprising: 

optically modulating an input light inyaccordance with a modulation signal, to thereby 
output a modulated light; and 

attenuating intensity of the mod6\aXe6 light output from said optical modulating in 
accordance with intensity of the modalation signal. 

38. (NEW) A method/^s in claim 37, wherein, when the intensity of the modulation 
signal is below a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of the modulated 
output light so that ASE is n;ot output from said optically modulating to a downstream 
transmission line. 

39. (NEWJ/An apparatus as in claim 37, wherein, when the intensity of the 
modulation signal is4)elow a predetermined level, said attenuating attenuates the intensity of 
the modulated output light so that unmodulated input light is not output from said optically 
modulating to a/downstream transmission line. 



